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The 25th Anniversary of a Strong

Partnership

President & Vice-Chancellor
The University of Lethbridge

Michael J. Mahon,
Ph.D.

Hokkai-Gakuen University and the University of Lethbridge
have enjoyed a strong partnership that has grown and developed on
many fronts. One of the programs we are most proud of is the very
successful student exchange between our two institutions that will mark
its 25th anniversary next spring. This student exchange reflects an
important relationship for students, faculty, and the greater community
who become involved in many ways. It is the longest standing and
certainly most successful exchange partnership at our university. In
fact, we have yet to find a longer exchange relationship between Canada
and Japan in this country. Over 400 students have participated in the
exchange. Lasting friendships have developed along with a greater
understanding between our cultures. Many University of Lethbridge
students have returned to Japan over the years and all of them have a
greater appreciation of such an important nation.

The Japanese word “gambate” summarizes how I view both the past
and the future of this exchange. Gambate means “do your best” or “go
for it”. It is a call to action for our future students who can gain so
much from this experience. The past tense translates to “well done” a
phrase that is applicable to our faculty, staff, and students from Hokkai-
Gakuen University and the University of Lethbridge who have created a
successful and valuable program that has thrived for 25 years and will

continue to be important in the years to come.
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3. Student exchanges between the University of Lethbridge and Hokkaigakuen University are desirable. An effort
should be made to prepare for student exchanges for 1985.
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OFRCE OF THE PRESIDEMT, THE LINIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

OFTKE OF THE PRESIDENT, THE URIVERUITY OF LETHBRIDGT
HEHORANDIM DF AGREEMENT

UMIVERSITY OF LET)

% = HOKEAIGAEURM UNIVERSITY GROUP

In the Interest of mutusl understanding and co-operative oducationsl Augunt B, 1986

puraults, The University of Lethbridom and Hokkaigakuen Usiversity
Group aqrec that the bast interents of both Universities, thoir
faculty, staff and atudents, will be merved by the folloving: 1 GEERAL

e, the undersigned, on behalf of our respective Lnatitutions,
L. The Faculty exchange programme ahall be of a reciprocal naturs. The © irm cur commitment to the Hokke!gekuss Univeralty/Untversity
of Lethbridge exchange, and are determiaed to further otremgthen
on already most succenslul progras.

Univeraity of Lethbridge skall send faculty =esberis] to teach
Canadian Studies at Mokkalgakuen University for each of 1itn two
termi. Hokkaigakuen Universaity sahall mend faculey memberinl o Il STUBENT EXCHANCES
teach Japaneas Studies at The University of Lethbeidge for one ar
We ackmowledge the successful Inaurguration of Fhase LI, Student
bath of i1ts two wumesters. The host Univeralby, upon receipt of Exchonge with Hokkalgokuen wtodents ab the Univeraity o
the sanding University's neminees, shall inform the sending Lasnbelasaignupusk RLIEEpNECE R tiaEUE LN R
University of its acceptance of the nominees as soon as  Ehat I. Lethbridge Students: 1987
decision has been taken.
1.1 That fifteen students will travel to Hokkalde for the
pecdod approxdmately Hay 16-Juse 13, 1987, divided

s botwean Mokkalgakuen Univeraity and Kitsml-
2. The Unaversity of Lethbeldge and Hokkalgskuan University shall Hokknlgakuen U:lurslu. ’
welcoms as visitors administrative officers and other staff menbers
e 1.2 That eattern of eurrlculum ond scheduling will be
aach University. Left to Mokkaigskuon to determise.

1.3 That Hokkalgakues will cover Ilving exponses of

3. Stuedent axchanges betwean the Univermity of Lethbrides and students while at Nokkalgakuen, Sappero and
Hokkaigakuan University are danirable. An =ffort should be made to Eitamt-lokkalgniuen.
prepare for student exchangas for 198%. 1.4 That twe Eaculty seabecs (rom The Universlty of

Lethbeddgs will ncecmpony the students with the
understanding thot Hokkalgakuss will not be
responalble [ar teavel patalde of Wokkaido.

UKIVERSITY OF LETHBERIDGE - HOKKAIGAKUFY

4. The Univeraity of Lethbridge and Hokkalgakuen University agroe that 2. Mokkaigakuon Studento
bt R AC T I P S e L That Nakkalgakuen Universlty denires o ssnd o contingent
of a 4 to The Unlweraity of Lethbeldge duzing the

cusmer, 1987,

We, the uadecsigned, Ahall endesvour to Carry out the terms of this

agressent with cordiality and aiacerity. ST e

1. He acknowledge that both universlties wlll endeavor to
contlaue the preaent faculty exchonge program. The
Univeralty of Lethbridge recogaizes the desire of
Hokkalgakuen ta extend the pragrom to allow two Hokknlgakuen
faculty mesbern to teach at Lothbridge and w111 endeavor to

. secure the fusds neceessry to allow for sppropriate growth of
Maoar M faculty axchanges.

.M. Woods H. Morimoto 7. It fs our fntention to explore the posaibility of
Prentdent and Vice Chancellor Chatrman, Board of Truateas patticipation by Iscolty mesbars, regardless of disclpline.

University of Lethbridge Bokkalqakuan Univeraicy

IV JOINT RESEAROH PROJECTS

We mcknowledge that both unlvarsities recognlze the Intent te

/S P e Mg s G EE sxtend our exchange program to include n Phose 111: joint and

cooperative ressarch involviog the faculty of our two
DATE DATE tnatitutionn, regardleas of discipline.
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EXCHANGE AGREEMENT

between

HOKEAI-GAKUEN
(Hokkai-Gakuen University, Hokkai-Gakuen University of Kitami,
and Hokkai-Gakuen Junior College of Kitami)
SAPPORO, HOKKAIDO, JAPAN

and

THE UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE
LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA. CANADA

Subgoct to entification by the Board of Governors and e councils of cach i
lhut Hul(.im Gakuen and the University of Lathhridge agme to wark Imuank dovolopiang and
exchange of faculty and stud {Loth i

1. The fuculty exchange programme shall be of a reciprocal nature.  In each semester (I7all
and Spring) e University of Lothbradge shall send one profiseor to wach a murse
Canadinn Studies, includisg Conadian i sl cultus, M.mlhn‘ Hekkai-Galosen University
andior Hokka-Gakuon Uniwrsity of Kitnmi, Tho ) 1gn prodnasar, whao may be
Erom eithor Hokkai-Gakuen University, Holdai-Gakuen University of Kitami, or Hoklas-
Gakuen dunior Colloge of Kitami, shall teach in the Intordisciplinary Studics: Jopanese
Culture program, including Japaness conversation and Japanese lifle and calbure, at the
University of Lethhndge. For the purposo of definition the exchange year sball be January 1
Lo Deceanbar 31 of each year, howover, in each inatitution tho programme shall eonform to
the respective ucadonie yoar (fscal year), 1t is furthor intonded that the exchango of
Faculty will oomtinise in the sume format oo an annued bas.

Tha financial and logistical arrangements indude:

(1) The hest istitution shall bear the owsts of o living allowance, housing and
Lranspuirtation o and from the cxchange sile e the mmpm!na!r

(2) The horse mstitution shall provida benefits (inchdi ) for i

(%) The schodubod teaching losd fr each profssor sul] e st mars than wight (@) hours
oach wook,  For the Univorsity of Lethbridge profossor in Japan the teaching
nsgignment may be at cither HokkarGakuen University (Sappor) or Hokde-Galosen.
University of Kitami (Kitami), or both,

(4} IF requested and o the professor is qualified, cach visiting prolesor may be roquested Lo
st with out-of-class or aftor school activitios, such as clubs, toams and aultural ovants.

2. Exchanges of stwlents muy be arranged upon agreoment of both institutions and such
exchanges would be of a reciprocal nature. 1L i intendl that both institutions sball
exchangs studonts on tho basis of evory othor year. The student cxchangs programme
would wnvol studonts of the Univorsity of Lothbridgn, who would b the Canadian
exchange group, and students of HokkaGakoon Sapporo and Hitam), who would
comprise the Jopaness axchange group. For the purpase of definition e exchange year
shall be Jauary 1 to December 31 of sach year, however, in each institution the programme
shall conform to U respective scademie yeor (facal year). 1L is furthor mtendod that the

atudent exchangs programme would continue in U same frmat on an aonual basis.

The finaneial mdlqmlnrmwwnl.a-m
:J}Eu;h itulion shall bear th jom b0 and from (he sxch ito and
for its own i
mmlmLmhummmmsdmﬁ:r&nwhempnmmmrhmlmw@
classos, accommodation, moals, woakond trips, transportation, otc. aod the exchange
ipants shall by ibn for Ui own spending manay during the visit
() Tha vist of each group W the other exchange site would be of approcmately theos ()
weoks duration, [t is propossd that the Univorsity of Lethbridge students woubd visit
Kitami and Sapporo for three weeks sometime within the pariod from varly Juse o a
time not later thun the beginning of Summer Holidays, whech wsally begin after the
third week i July, The Dokkai-Gakuen students would visit Lethbridge for thwo
weeks somatime within the month of August, Woesud oo later than Augest $1al
{43 “The numbor of students in each sxchange geoup may bo as high as twenty-Gve (26)
students,
(5} There shall be o minimum of ane (1) dmmmne foe each fifleen (15) students and o
of twa ch for whom jons will be provided during oach

(h'! 'I'Iw hosting institution shall vr\wnl\s homestay sccommedations or other sustable
T for the visiting stuck d shall b il for the planoed
awctivities arranged during the duration of the visit to the hasting site.

(T) Special exounsons, such as on Uhe journey o and [rom the hesting site, shall be bom by
the wabing exchange matitution.

5. Changes to e frmat of the fculty exchange or student exchangn shall oceur only with the
agreement of both okkni-Gakuen nnd the University of Lothbridgs.

4. Both instibutions will endenvor to investigate the feasibility of ling torm exchamges by
students.

o

Thi 4 may be | ot any time by either Flokli-Gakuen or the
Unmuol‘l.nthhn@wmnnuw months wrilton notice.

1N WITNESS THEREOF, the partios horoto have mude oul the writton Agroment i duplcate
with their signatures duly affooed, aml both porties shall rotain one copy each,

A =

e el
Mazan Marimato Wiliarft H. Cade
Chairman of the Board of Govornors Prosidont and Vies-Chancallor
Haokkai-Galowen The: Uninersity of Lothbridge
Dato 4. OCH 2000 I)ﬁbefq:'.{iﬂ 26>
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A Chaperone’s
Reminiscences

Mark Matsune
EEFEBUR

In 2004, I had the opportunity to accompany a
group of 17 students from Hokkai Gakuen University
to the University of Lethbridge in Alberta, Canada.
Our exchange group marked the 10th anniversary
visit to the U. of L. The Canadian hospitality and the
students’ experiences were a testament to the lasting
legacy of the exchange which has now entered its
25th year.

Having had limited experience as a student
chaperone, I obviously had the natural pre-departure
anxieties about the students, my own Japanese
language capabilities and my “working” relationship
with my fellow chaperone. Basically all of these
apprehensions were completely unwarranted and all
parties (I think) enjoyed a memorable summer and
valuable growing experience in Alberta, Canada.

Of course, there were “bumps in the road” which
were a predictable part of any international study
experience. The first bump happened on our first day
in Canada. One of our students lost his wallet (and
credit card) within the first 24 hours. . . “Fine . . .
That is the “one obligatory glitch” in our exchange
trip.” It wasn’t that simple. This incident turned out
to be just the first of a series of challenges some of
the students encountered in their first experience
abroad without their families. Very fortunately our
group accepted these challenges and strove to find
positive outcomes to almost all of the situations.

Some of the most immediate “dividends” from
this exchange were the academic endeavors of three
of the exchange students. They returned to Canada
to successfully complete long-term ESL programs
at other highly respected Canadian universities

before graduating from Hokkai Gakuen University.

Our group with U. of L. President Cade (front center) and Associate Vice-
President Alam (back left)



In addition to the academic pursuits of these three
students, I know that others also revisited Canada or
other “English-speaking” countries in subsequent
years, at least partially resulting from the positive
stimulus they gained from the 2004 University of
Lethbridge Exchange.

Finally, I will indulge in some personal reminiscing
of my participation in this exchange. First and
foremost, 1 will always be grateful to have been
teamed with Norio Kurosawa as chaperones. In any
student exchange the ongoing 24/7 responsibilities
of the chaperones can be the difference between
a positive or negative experience for the students.
Mostly due to the excellent rapport between Notio,
the students and myself, I would like to think that
all individuals will look back that the 2004 trip with
positive memoties. Everyone unreservedly supported
: cach other and as a result, hope we were worthy

representatives of Hokkai Gakuen University.

“My 5 Best Memories”

17 “Happy Campers”

Norio Kurosawa, the “Camp Leader”

Western Barn Dancing

Canadian Food (Beef and Beer)

The kind and generous hospitality of the

BRIl .

University of Lethbridge and the Lethbridge

community. Thank you very very much!!!
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1986: The First Students |
from Japan Arrive in
Lethbridge

Shelley Scott
Associate Professor, Faculty of Arts and Science

University of Lethbridge

In the spring of 1986 I was just graduating from
the University of Lethbridge with my B.A. in Drama.
I was offered a job by David Atkinson, who at that
time was the Associate Dean for Arts & Science and
one of the first organizers of the Hokkai Gakuen
exchange.

Sarah Amies and I were hired to find host families

for the first group of students that would be arriving

from Japan. We wete also asked to plan activities for

the students and to provide them with transportation.

Unfortunately, I didn’t have my driver’s license at !

that point, so that was my first task — I had to learn to
drive before the Japanese students got here! Luckily I

did, and Sarah and I had a wonderful summer making

friends with and truly enjoying the very first group

of exchange students. The students were friendly and

patient with us, although I suspect they started getting
tired of all the barbeques and secretly longed for

some Japanese food! I remember that my boyfriend
and I played baseball every Sunday with a group

of friends and we enjoyed bringing the exchange

students with us to one game — although their

pitching was much better than outs!



The biggest moment
of the summer came
when Sarah Amies gave
birth to her first child,
just days before the

students were due to

go back to Japan — so |

I'm sure that summer SRR TRAL R
was particularly memorable for her and for them!

My boyfriend and I very much wanted to go with
the first group of Lethbridge students to Sapporo
the next summer, but we had already graduated and
were not eligible. But almost twenty years later, we
did get to Sapporo on the faculty exchange. I am
now an associate professor with the Department
of Theatre and Dramatic Arts at the University of
Lethbridge, and my boyfriend from those days is now
my husband, Bill Tice. We participated in the spring
2005 faculty exchange with Hokkai Gakuen and I can

report that it was well worth the wait!
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A Summer of Memories
(EDQELVEH)

Naomi Snelgrove

‘\%‘

In summer 2003 I booked a month off work and
flew off for a whirlwind adventure in Japan. The
short-term exchange program between the University
of Lethbridge and Hokkai-Gakuen is a course offered
to U of L students who want to go abroad. It offered
some preparatory classes and a month of travel. I
jumped at the chance. My love affair with Japan
had already started during my high school Japanese
classes, but little did I know that it was only just truly
beginning,

We began by visiting the Kitami campus on the
island of Hokkaido. Each student stayed with a host
family for eleven days, and my family had a small
"farm" outside of the city limits. They grew onions
for a cash crop, and had a greenhouse for the family.
They were the kindest people I have ever met, and
ensured that I was quite comfortable. We toured a bit

around Abashiri, and had our first onsen experience.

From Kitami we took a bus across the island,
stopping at Sounkyo Onsen for an overnight stay
before continuing on to Sapporo. We had a new host
family there, just as wonderful and accommodating
as our first families. Sapporo is a wonderful city with
interesting places to see, visit and shop at.

Besides taking the Japanese language course and
lectures on the Hokkai-Gakuen University Campus
in Sapporo, we had an evening in Susukino and went
to a summer festival in Nakajima Park also. We even
learned the lyrics to "Suki Desu, Sapporo!"

At the end of our 11 day stay, we went on to Kyoto
and stayed in a traditional ryokan, toured the city, and
took the Shinkansen to the Peace Park in Hiroshima.
The bomb museum was one of the most moving
experiences I can remember.

We were sad to wave goodbye to our beautiful
adventure in the Land of the Rising Sun, but I cherish

those memories with fondness.
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Professor, Kinesiology & Physical Education ‘w' ‘
University of Lethbridge

From one of the world’s youngest countries to one
of its oldest... From one of the largest countries in
the world to one of the smallest... From a country
whose entire population would fit into the city area
of Tokyo-Yokohama...I have been so fortunate
to experience Japan, Hokkaido, Sapporo and
more through the Hokkai Gakuen / University of
Lethbridge exchange programs.

I have had the pleasure of bringing two groups of
students from The University of Lethbridge to Japan
(1997 and 2001). From April to July 1999, 1 had
an amazing experience as an exchange professor
at Hokkai Gakuen. Each trip to Japan was unique
and exciting. Through the student exchanges, I was
able to meet many homestay families in Kitami and
Sapporo who showed us kindness and provided
some wonderful experiences and a lot of laughter

and memories. As the exchange professor I made a
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number of wonderful friends, but what became a life
changing opportunity was working with twenty-eight
Hokkai Gakuen students who made up the women’s
lacrosse team.

For the most part, University of Lethbridge
professors who come to Hokkai Gakuen teach our
courses, interact with some of the students, explore
Sapporo with other professors, and soak up as much
of the beauty and culture of Japan as we possibly can.
In my first week in Sapporo I was fortunate to meet,
entirely by accident, two members of the women’s
lacrosse team. When they learned that I had played
lacrosse in university, they invited me to come and
help the team.

That day began an exciting journey of connection
between professor and students. Communicating
in Japanese and English with a lot of hand signals
and laughter, we learned to work together in a way
that lead the team to an undefeated spring season,
a first place finish in the Hokkaido University

championships, and an undefeated experience at the

Japan Universities National Lacrosse Championships

on Eta Jima.

As a professor, it is wonderfully satisfying to see my
students learn and develop a passion for the materials
that I teach. As a person, it was fantastic for me to
learn from these women, to share their passion for
their sport and to experience my time in Sapporo in a
way that had never been done before — or since.

More than a decade has passed since my time as
an exchange professor at Hokkai Gakuen. I treasure
the friendships that I made while in Japan and I long
to return to Sapporo — especially in February for the
winter festival. But what warms my heart and makes
me smile the most is looking up at the bulletin board
above the desk in my office and seeing pictures of the

1999 Women’s Lacrosse Team smiling back at me!
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Hokkai-Gakuen Essay

Edward Jurkowski
Professor, Faculty of Arts and Science

University of Lethbridge

I'was fortunate to represent the University of Lethbridge
as a chaperone of fifteen students during the Hokkai-
Gakuen exchange during the month of June, 2007. Our
one-month excursion took us to three distinct areas of
Japan: Kitami (one week), Sapporo (two weeks) and
various cities in the Kansai region (one week). There was
a wide range in travel experience shared by these students:
there were two foreign students among these fifteen; two
had never been outside of Alberta; and one had never
been on an airplane before.

Each of these three cities brought a different perspective
of Japanese landscape, geography, culture and history.
Personally, I felt that the chronological order to the
cities we visited was most appropriate: with its smaller
population and, at times, similar geography to southern
Alberta, Kitami was a nice transition to the larger city of
Sapporo. Learning about Japanese society in Sapporo—
its customs, culture, pace of life and yes, even the food—
provided a nice segue to the more established and
historically rich cities such as Kyoto, Nara and Hiroshima.

There were obviously many experiences and memories
that these students will forever carry with them. However,
I would have to say that without doubt that the most fat-
reaching was the homestay opportunities these students
had while in Sapporo. Each student spoke at length about
how much these relationships allowed them to understand
Japanese culture on a far deeper level rather than as a
simple observer. What I found particularly touching is
that the students who felt that their home experiences
were so profound were spent with Japanese families, who
spoke virtually no English whatsoever— in other words, a
true immersion of cultures.

In sum, I believe that this exchange represented a
profound, life-changing experience for each student.
The exchange not only provided these fifteen special
young Canadian adults with an incredibly valuable, first-
hand understanding of another country, but also the
opportunity to serve as ambassadors for the University of

Lethbridge and the province of Alberta.
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FOUND IN TRANSLATION:

An Essay Written in Celebration of the 25th
Anniversary of the Student Exchange Program
Between Hokkai Gakuen University
and the University of Lethbridge.
Lance M. Grigg

Associate Professor, Faculty of Education
University of Lethbridge

I would like to begin by thanking the team
putting together this 25th anniversary booklet on
the Student Exchange Program between Hokkai-
Gakuen University and the University of Lethbridge.
I am grateful for the opportunity to write an essay
celebrating this amazing achievement.

I have been fortunate in being able to participate
in both the Professor’s Exchange and the Student-
exchange programs between Hokkai-Gakuen
University and the University of Lethbridge. I first
went to HGU on the Professor’s Exchange Program
in 2002. Just recently, I led the Student Exchange trip
in June, 2009.

I've learned so much about Japan, university life at
HGU and myself in the process! In learning about
Japanese culture, history and literature, 1 learned a
great deal about appetites I had I never knew existed.
For example, I didn’t know I'd get such pleasure
listening to a shamisen or sitting down to a dinner
of shabu-shabu. As well, I never thought I'd enjoy
riding on a shinkansen or watching kabuki theatre.

I must admit, however, I did have a few lost in
translation moments when I first visited Japan in
2002. It was out of these experiences of difference
that my appreciation for the diversity of Japanese
culture grew. Unless one experiences a culture
for oneself, it is very difficult to discern the subtle
differences within that culture itself, and to allow
them to meaningfully impact one’s own perceptions
of culture, music, and even life itself.

I remember asking my students, What does one
usually expect when one visits a foreign country? A
number of their responses seemed to be spot on:
hearing people speak a different language, tasting new
foods, seeing unique landscapes, experiencing other
ways of living and encountering histories that are
thousands of years old.

Having participated in two exchanges between HGU
and the University of Lethbridge, I can gratefully say,
I have been blessed with having experienced all of

these things and more. I have learned basic Japanese,

seen my name written in it, tasted exotic foods and
seen beautiful scenery that have left me breathless.
Whether it was riding on a cable car up the side of
a mountain to view the valley below, gazing into an
active crater at Mt. Usu or collecting sea shells at the
Sea of Okhotsk, I have seen and felt some of the
natural beauty of Japan.

Importantly, through these exchange programs 1
have experienced the culture and beauty of Japan in
a way that has changed my life forever. Whether it
was walking on a Nightingale floor in Kyoto, visiting
the floating shrine at Miyajima or standing in awe
before the power of the International Peace Park
in Hiroshima, I can say that while I am a citizen
of Canada, I am also a citizen of Earth with deep
connections across the globe.

Those deep connections are fundamentally with
the people I've met on the exchanges. 1 have met
amazing professors, students, teachers, administrators
and coordinators. 1 hope I haven’t left anyone out!
When I first went to HGU as a professor in 2002, I
was introduced to wonderful people who helped me
with my courses, took me to amazing restaurants, and
drove me to onsen, Shinto shrines, volcanoes and
many other unforgettable sites.

More recently, on the student-exchange program
(June 2009), I was re-acquainted with those very
good friends. T’ll never forget seeing them again
upon my return. All the great memories, learning
experiences and kindnesses seemed to flood back. It
was a re-connection in the deepest sense of the word.

On this 25th anniversary of the exchange, 1 hope
and pray other professors and students will continue
to benefit from the exchanges. Japan and Canada
have so much to share and celebrate together, it
is crucial the programs continue. I hope one day
to be asked to write an essay celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the exchanges! The title of that one
might be: Found in Translation (Again)

Again thank you for this opportunity, and
congratulations to HGU on the 25th anniversary of

the Student-exchange program!
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Today was the first day of our
trip. So, everyone was
excited.

First, we went to Lake Louise
and we went canceing. It was
very fun because it was my
first experience. After
exploring Lake Louise, we ate
spaghetti and lasagna at the
Old Spaghetti Factory in
Banff. It was very nice but it
was too much food!

We had free time in Banff, so
| went shopping with my friends. | bought a lot of souvenirs for my family and friends.
And we went to Banff Hot Springs. It was a comfortable place for me.
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downtown  Thers was 8
festival downtown  They
closad the big roads and there
wore many disguised cars

At lunch time, we went 1o &
Chinese restaurant. |t was
wery delicious
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In the aflemoon. we went 10
the rado station in the
university. We became DJs | 21| "
and | introduced the naticnal
anthem of Japan. My group
song is diffenent from other greups. | was a bit tense, bul | didnt make any big
mistakes | hao a good expenence.
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We are

bonoured 1o have been the faculty participants in this year's exchange and are truly graseful for
On a personal

of ltural

University to Lethbridge next summer. We hope that their visit 1o

of the
level, they fonmed enduring friendships with their peer partners and host families,

20055 (FH17HE) 108158
SR, ERPEEERILSAOL AT ¢ SRR £

#

O behalf of he fifleen University of Lethbridge students who pamicipated in the 2003 exchange
wisit 10 Holdkai-Giskuen University, we thank the faculty of Hokka Gakuen who taught our
stisdents s much about so mamy aspects of Japan, the host families who wekomed them s

the University of Lethbridge and Canada proves as rewanding and ennching as our visit 1o Hokkay

Gaisen University and Japan his been.

Tan MacLachlan and Diane Clark

From ous viewpoant, this year’s exchange was 3 great success. On an academic bevel, students

gained insight mto Japanese cultare, improved their knowledge of the Japanese language and
Japan 1o visit the friends they have made and 1o increase their understanding of Japanese society.

They have been ispired 1o continue studying the Japanese language. Two are hoping 1o retum fo
study 3t Hokkai-Gakoen Universaty for an scademsc semester & particepants in the student

academi exchange program between the University of Lethbridge and Hokkai-Gakuen
University, Two others are plamming 1o requm to Hokkaido xs JET teschers when they compiete

their umiversity studies.
Allof us at University of Lethbridge are boking forward to welcoming the 2006 exchange

the generows hospitality extended b us and our students by our hosts at Hokkai-Gakuen
‘Hiow has this exchange experience affected the students? All of them ase plamning to reeurn to
students from Hokkai-Gakuen

University.

warmly into their homes and the peer panners who embraced them as new [nends.
Drs. 1P TP307 - REEF(T - 979520004 727

Message from Dr. lan MacLachlan and Dr. Diane Clark
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5.1, barriers transform
.. into friendships—
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Ity thoughts abaut the Hokkai-Gakuen Summer Exchangs

Partcpatng in the siudent evchange with the Tokkas Gakoen University wan & Nuliling edacations! expenence fut | enjoyed greatly
Dutteg sy tene ba Japan | staye) it two familics who shured theie homes and Soapeality with me. alkewing e 10 earm sbout deit
Efestylen aad i develop wonderfil raemdnipn, Hiokkar-Gaoen Urmersiy sheodulon valsabie langue clives and becnres covering an
aisortment ol gk which prescoted new idess, conoepts and facts that mirigued me. Afler completing dady clawes, ictivitics were
shasm with peer fartnen. The potr partacrs were eager 4o mect = and b spend time doing lebaure activities with the sauder in the
exchunge group. The many memories | have made will Rolkow me dhrough life. My personal perspoctive ban horm weiquely bevadened
b allirwing e s whit | v e with oy fusmily and fellow Canadiass, The peophe 3 Lasch of Japun willshways have o
apecal place in ray besn

Saeven A, Viscen

A refationship i snpataliciod o the oae between the Unsversity of Lethbridge and Hoklos Goksen Univerty can and oy prostuce
iiekong and life chunging relationships hetwasn those forsanate enough t exponiosce the generowiry of Hokkai Liskucn Univeriy and
thett heans and omes 19 smdents from Camada. This experience mdosteadly coeates

nces i cult

he bt familien. amd e partsers whe
ot s Eriemibipn that evane amy tradition. 1 Language. To those whe have spers many hoers hehind fhe wenes
o this lie changing cvent, | thask you fov heeving i 8 program tha provscs 8 deeqes snderianding of what if mearm o faiitie
worwide pesce, hamsemy, and Eieadibip. Affer expericncing sach 8 woedkefd 1chas
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