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(1)  Until about 500 years ago, most people believed that supernatural forces controlled

2

nature. If something unusual happened, they believed the cause was controlled by
God or some kind of magical force. Then in the 16th century, early scientists began
to question this belief, and claimed that reality could be explained by observing,
experimenting, and reasoning. An important example of this new way of
understanding appeared when two objects of different weights were simultaneously
dropped from the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy. When they landed at the same

time, it disproved Aristotle’s idea that the speed of a falling object depended on its
weight.

Money is surely one of the most important inventions of human beings because it
can connect people who want to buy things and those who want to sell them.
Moreover, people do not have to stock commodities if they have money, and can
accumulate wealth in the form of money. Gold, silver, and copper have been used
as money all over the world, since these metals are valuable and rare. Paper money
appeared quite recently in human history, and it does not have any material value.
Only financially sound nations can successfully issue paper money of value with a

central political power.
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