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the same day as the Entrance Ceremony)

and because is going now to a Japanese kindergarten, he tells

1

his birthday was April 2nd
his friends he will speak four languages. He probably will, he is way smarter than I.

(

who is 5
and Joaquin, who is 2. They were both born in Lethbridge. At home we only speak Spanish, so Santiago

Dear Hokkai-Gakuen University students, my name is Omar Rodriguez. I am the visiting professor
from the University of Lethbridge in Canada. [ was born in Caracas, Venezuela in 1969. Venezuela is
in Latin America and my first language is Spanish. In 1994 I travelled to Canada to study English. I
liked it so much that in 1997 [ moved to Vancouver as a permanent resident. In 2003 I became a Cana-
dian citizen. Now [ am Canadian-Venezuelan. My wife is also from Caracas. Her name is Imard. We
and Joaquin are perfectly bilingual. We are a very typical Canadian family! In September Santiago will

At the University of Lethbridge I am Associate Professor of Spanish in the Department of Modern
Languages. For ten years now I have been teaching Spanish language and Latin American literature,

be attending a French-immersion schoo

have two sons: Santiago

University of British Columbia, in Vancouver, on the films of Venezuelan filmmaker Roman Chalbaud.
My main area of research is on Cuban and Venezuelan films. I am very interested in the question of

Other that studying films, [ like cooking, jogging, playing ultimate Frisbee and snowboarding. [ have
also practiced Aikido for many years. As a family we enjoy hiking, watching nature documentaries and
going out for dinner. At home one of our favourite places is a small Japanese restaurant. Being in
Sapporo, then, has been like a dream come true. I think we have spent half of my salary in restaurants!

film, history and culture. Before moving to Canada I completed a degree in industrial engineering in
Venezuela, but after moving I decided to follow my passion: humanities. [ completed my PhD at The

popular cinema, films that do not follow the typical rules of main stream cinema like Hollywood. I re-
cently travelled to Lima, Pert to present some aspects of my work on popular films.
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My family and [ feel privileged and honoured to be in Sapporo. Everyone has been so welcoming
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